LITTLE

RAXTED

Little Braxted Parish Council

You are hereby summoned to attend the Extra-Ordinary Meeting of Little Braxted Parish Council
to be held at the Braxted Bakery, Witham Road, on Tuesday 20™ February 2024 at 7.00 p.m.

Gordon Mussett
Parish Clerk
8" February 2024

AGENDA

1. Apologies for absence
To receive apologies for absence

2. Declarations of Interest
For Members to declare any interests in matters on the agenda

3. To Consider any requests from Members for Dispensations
To consider any requests from Members with pecuniary interests for dispensations
to enable them to participate on the item in which they have a pecuniary interest

4. To Agree and Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 16" January 2024
To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16" January 2024 as a
true record

5. To Invite Members of the Public to speak on Matters Regarding and Affecting
the Parish

6. To Receive a Financial Report as of 31st January 2024 - to follow
To receive a Financial Report as of 31% January 2024

7. To Consider Whether to Comment on the Draft Mineral Plan 2025-2040 -
attached
To consider whether to comment on the Draft Mineral Plan 2025-2040

8. To Note and Agree Payments Made Between Meetings
To note and agree the following payments made between meetings



Document | Payable To In Respect of £
Reference
844 Community -gov.uk website and £168.00
Action Suffolk | email

9. Approve the Following Payments
To approve following payments

Document | Payable To In Respect of £

Reference

845 H Bendall Litterpicking February £67.53

846 GN Mussett Clerk’s Salary February £161.21

847 Maldon District | Speedchecks £72.96
Council

10.Clerk’s Report for Information
a. Receipt of Grant from Essex Community Foundation to cover funding
through to 2027

11.Closure



ITEM 7
To Consider Whether to Comment on the Draft Mineral Plan 2025-2040

The County Council is consulting on the Draft Mineral Plan to cover the period 2025-
2040. The first stage of the process has been to invite landowners and others to put
forward extraction sites for consideration; at this stage of the review the Parish
Councils with sites in or adjacent to their Parish are being asked to comment. Each
site has been provisionally assessed against 16 criteria (the RAG — red, amber,
green assessments) and Parish Councils are invited to contribute any further local
issues which may affect those assessments.

There has been one site put forward which is partly in Little Braxted (the majority
being in Great Braxted) and three which are in Rivenhall/Great Braxted. These are
sites 49-52 in the consultation document (Assessment of candidate and gravel sites
(essex.gov.uk)

The proposals and comments from the assessment are shown below. Members are
asked to consider the likely impact of these sites on the Parish, its residents and the
environment and to suggest appropriate responses to reduce any impact should any
of these sites be selected for inclusion in the final plan.


https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-02/Assessment%20of%20Candidate%20Sand%20and%20Gravel%20Sites.pdf
https://www.essex.gov.uk/sites/default/files/2024-02/Assessment%20of%20Candidate%20Sand%20and%20Gravel%20Sites.pdf
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The Site &= promoted a5 an extension to an existing mineral Site (Colemans Famn
Quarmy) and is located to the south east of Colemans Farm Cuamy. The Site area is
approximately 40 74 ha and is proposed for approwd 2 million tonnes of sand
ardga.eleruacﬁnnhhimnmldtenrﬁmtedﬂana o an existing plant site at
Colemans Farm Guamy, where it will be washed, graded, and stocked prior to export
off Site. it is proposed that once granted consent mineral extraction would follow cn
from the consented extraction activities at Colemans Farm Quamy and, subject to
albocation, could be operated alongside Site AGDL The adjoming uses nciude
agncuitural fields, woodland, Colemans resenwir and residential and commercial
buldings. The hamiet of Rivenhall is bocated 800m north of the Site. Access to the
Site is throwgh the access amangements for the existing workings at Colemans Farmn
Cuarmy. See Appendo J for a detailed map of the Sie.

Summary of RAG Assessment
The results of the technical and deskiop RAG assessment are detailed below.
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Key findings of the assessment are as follows:

= The Site is very characterisiic of the BlackwaternBram'Lower Chelmer (C8)
Landscape Character Area (LCA). Located on the edge of the River
Blackwater, the western parced of the Site comprises linear willow and poplar
plantation which s a strong local f=ature of the landscape. The remainder of
the Site comprises arable fields separated by established hedpgerows, also
located on the valley sides. With open views of the river, appropriate
consideration is required to profect the charadenstic features of the LCA

' on the setting of the River Blackwater valley Soor, and mitigate the

mpacts on the landscape.

= Elm Springs Prionty Habitat (Deciduous Woodland) defines the westem site
boundary, and Strowding & Crierswood Ancient Woodkand is kocated 0.3km o
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the south of the Site. The River Blackwater valley is located on the immediate
boundary to the west, with strong intervisibdity between the Site and the river.

iate consderation would be required fo mitigate the physical impacts
on Elm Springs with a suitable buffer. Mineral extraction within this bocation
would significantfy alter the setting of the River Blackwater valley, where a
substantial buffer would be required.

» The River Blackwater follows the length of the western boundary and thers is
another watercourse within the Site which feeds nbo the River which is likehy
to be removed. These create a potential pollution pathway for water quality

betwesn the mmsmwammﬁw
The potential for Likely Signficant Effects. particularly to the

Estuary Speca Protection Area and Ramsar site and the Essex Estuanes
Special Area of Conservation will need o be considersd through a plan-eve!
Habitats Regulations Assessment.

» The Site is situated on lowdying land and comprises several arable fields; an
area of Lowiand Mixed Decsduous YWoodland Pricrity habitat is located within
the Site, to the west of the River Blackwater.

= The Site is graded Amber because ecological impacts could be moderate and
are likely to require medium lewels of mibigation to make the Site accepiable.
The Sie’s groundwater may be affected, which in tum could affect the
hydrology of on-site and off-site habitats. The proposals are also just over 100

medres fom Braxted Park Local Wildlife Site. Substantial buffers are likely to
be required near to the Lowiand Mixed Decduous Woodland Priorty habitat,

River Blackwater and other watercourses and their water quality st not be
affected by the proposals. Affected Hedgerows and watercourses should be
adequately and appropriately compensated.

« The allocation of The Site would have 3 major detmmental mpact on the
setting of the fiollowing Grade | listed buildngs:

= Appleford Bridge (List UID: 1111108)
= Appleford Bridge Cottage (List UID: 1317172)
= 1and 2 School House (List UID: 1400105)

= The change to the sefting of the Isted buildings would amount to a mid-level
of less than substantal ham to their signficance.

= Thers would be a moderate mpact on the significance of the Grade || listed
Garden Wall of Litthe Braxted Hall (List UID: 1111073), resulting in a low lewel
of less than substantal ham.

= Thers would be a minor impact on the setting of the group of three designated
heritage assets at Great Braxted Hall resulting in the lowest level of less than
substantial harm.

= The group of hertage assets at Litle Braxted are unlikely to be affected, other
than throwgh minor emvironmental impacts.
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» The Site lies within an area of archaecdogical features as identfied through
a=rial photographic evidence. In the northem area of the Site a circular
enciosure is interpreted as being of prehistonic date and possibly a ritual
monurment

» A senss of lnear features may represent possbly prehistonc or later land
dvision along the river valley.
» A scheduled monument lies within 1km of the Site.

» Palaedithic archasclogical remains and Pleistocene faunal remains have
been recovered from river graveds within the vicinity of the Sie.

= The Site is assessed as having a 'high' potential for surface water flood risk
as identified within the SFRA

= The Site has been identified as having a high’ groundwaber flood risk.

« TheSieis cminantly within Flood Risk Zone 1 howewer parts of the Site
within and FRZ3 associated with the River Blackwater are prone o
fluvial fioodng.

= Any potential changes to the porosity of the grownd following works and s
effects on groundwater levels will need to be mitigated.

= Restoration of the Site following operational ciosure should consider the
mciusion of ficod reduction measures such as NFM and‘or tree planting o
reduce risks across the wider catchrment.

s Ancess proposed via an existing access from Litle Brasted Lane which is
classified as a local route (other) in Essex Ciounty Coundl's Developrment
Management Route Hierarchy. This accords with (i) in the methodology (see

Appendix G Transport for full methodology):

Access fo 3 suitable existing junction with the main read network, via a
suitable section of an exsting road, as short a5 possible, without causing a
detrimental impact upon the safety and efficiency of the nework.

= 1 Public Right of Way crosses the Site. 1 Public Right of Way is within 100m
of the Sibe. Wmmmmﬂmmmmmd
on these Public Rights of Way and high levels of mitigation may
required which is ikely to include diversion especially with regard tth F'l.l:lln
Right of Way crossing the Site.

« The Site has unproductiveiowmedum to low groundwater vuinerability. The
Site is within a Drinking Water Safeguard Zone (Surface Water) and is within
Drinking Water Protection Areas (Surface . A watercourse (River
Blackwater) is within the Site boundary and is 20m west and 30m north east,
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ancther watercourse is Sm south west and an additional watercourse is 80m
south. Appropriate consideration would be required to mitigate potental
mpacts on hydrology, ywdrogeclogy, and drainage.

The Site contains Grade 2 quality soil (very good quality agncultural land) and
Grade 3 quality sail (good to moderate quality land), which is BMV Land.
Appropriate consideration would be required o mitigate the impacts on sod
quality and agriculiural |and — this is likedy to include removal of soils fior

stockpding prior fo reuse, potentially in ste restoration.

The Site contains 11k overhead and undenground electncity ines within the
Site boundary. The Site i within 100m of a high pressure gas mains (Cadent
Gas) Further investigation and consultation would be needed o determine
appropriate ritigation measures to avoid impacts on the gas main to make
the Site acceptable which may include diversion and'or protection.

One residential building s present within the Site. Two residential buildings
are outside the Site boundary less than or egual to 20m from the Site. One
residential bulding is more than 20m but kess than or equal to 50m from the
Site. Nine residential buildings are more than 50m but less than or equal to
250m from the Site, Given the proximity of sensitive recepiors, mitigation
would be required, howeser, the levels of mitigation required to ensure that
there are no senous impacts on health and amenity would likely be difficult o
achewe.



Canaiidate Canaligele Zie Disfrict Existing use | Si= Area Potential Yied
S Refaranps | Mame {ha) {millan fonnes)

ASD Colamans Eraintres | SAgriouttural | 24.25 321

The Site &= promoted as an extension to an existing mineral Site (Colemans Fam
Chuearmy) and is located o the east of Colemans Farm Guamy. The Site area is
approxirmately 24 25 ha and is proposed for 0.93 million tornes of sand and grassl
extraction which woubd be transported to an exsting plant Site at Colernans Fam
Chuarmy, where it will be washed, graded, and stocked prior to export off Site. Itis
proposed that once granted consent mineral extraction would on froem the
consented extracton activites at Colemans Farm Quamy. The adjoining uses include
agncufiural Selds, woodland, Colemans resenvoir, residential, farm and commencsal
buldings. The harmiet of Rivenhall is bocated 300m north and north east. Access 1o
the Site is through the existing access inte Appéefiond Famn. See Appendix J for a
detailed map of the Site.

Summary of RAG Assessment
The results of the technical and deskiop FAG asseszment are detailed balow,
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Eey fndings of the assessment are as follows:

[ [ [ = [ [

e The Site is signficantly characteristic of the BlackwaterBrain_ower Chelmer
{C6) Landscape Character Area (LCA). Located dose to the: River
Blackwater, the Sie is ined by linear willow and poplar trees which are a
strong local feature of the landscape. The remainder of the Site comprses
arable fields with open wews of the river. Appropriate consideration is
required io protect the charactenstic features of the LCA, particularly on the
setiing of the River Blackwater valley fioor, and mitigate e impacts on the
landscape.

= The Rwer Blackwater valley is located close fo the boundary o the east with
strong intervisibiity bebwesn the Site and the river. A number of Pricrity
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Halbitats {Decduous Woodland) are located dose to the eastemn boundary of
the Site, largely along the mver edge. Mineral extraction within this location
wiould significantly alter the setting of the River Blackwater walley, whers a
substantial buffer would be reguired.

= The River Blackwaber follows one boundany and its tributaries follow e other
boundaries. There are pobential polfubion pathways — e.g. waber quality -
between the proposed mineral Site and intematonal wildife sies that would
meed to be considered further throwgh the plan-leved Habitats Regulations
Assessment and any subsequent planning application.

= The Site is situated on kewdying land and comperises two arable felds; an arsa
of Lowdand Mxed Deciduous Woodland Prionty habitat is located in the cenire
of one of these fields. The woodland woubd b= lost by these proposals.

= The Site is graded Amber because ecological impacts could be moderate and
aire Flaly to require medium levels of mitigation to make the Site acseptable_
The Site’s groundwater may be affected. which in tum could affect on-site and
off-sie habitats. Substantial buffers are Fkely to be required near to the River
Blackowater, ofver watercourses and ceniral and their water qualiy
mist mot be affected by the proposals.

= The Sie is approximately 75 metres to the: north of the Grade || listed
Appleford Brdge (Lest UICE 1111108) In terrms of visual impact. there would
be a low level of harm {Amber) to the Grade || Listed Appleford Bridge
resulting from the wisual mpact of the scheme. There would be an
envincnmental impact on the bridge and its sefting, resulting from dust, noise,
Burmination at night and e mosement of r=fic

w  The use of the 250-year-old bridge by heavy gonds vehicles (HGVS) ravelling
tor and friom the Sie would potenially have a damaging mpact on its fabnic,
along with the higher probability of wehide sirkes. The bridge s cumently in

1= wehicles d . Therefiore, a Structural
EEvey of e Didge coed ot by 5 Hentage Adcrested Siructural Engineer
wiouhd be required to inform a decision as to the extent of any possible hamm
resufting from its increased wse by HGWs.

= The impact of noise, dust, and movemsnt of HEVs, wil have a low-lewel of
adverse environmental impact on the settings of Appleford Bridge Cotiage
(List LNDO: 1317172}, Grade |l Listed Witham Lodge and Enfrance (Gates (List
Enfry Murnber: 1337342); Grade || Isted brick-tusilt boundary wall of Braxied
Park {List Entry Mumber: 1111073}, With controls over the routes and
frequency of HGWs travelling to and from the Sie, this could be effectively

mitigated.

= A Scheduled Monurment lies within 200m of the Site. Histonc England should
b= corsulted at the sariest opportunity to assess the impact on the setting of
the Scheduled Morurment.
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«  Archaeglogical evaluation has been completed across part of the Site which
has identified conceniralions of archasological rermains.

The Site lies within an area of archascliogical features as identSed

@=rial photographic evidence and archasological nvestigation. The Site
contains concentrations. of multi-period archasdiogical features. The Site also
has potential to contain Palsedlithic archasological remains and Pleistocens
faunal and palaecenvironmental remains.

= The Site is assessed as having a ‘medium’ potential for surface water flood
risk as identfied wethin the SFRA.

=  The Site has been identified as having a ‘high” groundwater flood risk.

=  The Site is predominartly within Flood Risk Sone 1, however 18% is within
FRZ2&3 associabed with the River Blackwater.

w  Access s proposed via a modified access senving Appleford Famm onto
Braxted Rocd which is a Secondany Distrbutor in Essex County Coundl's

M Pt Liararci. Thi i the
Em-:aee P.Fpen:IEu G Transport for full . I: o i

Where aceess to the main roed nebwork in accordance with (i) and (1) abowe
is not feasible, road access via a suitable existing road prior to gaining access
onbo the main roed network will exceptionally be permitted, having regard to
the scale of the developrment, the capacity and form of the road and an
asseszment of the impact on rmoad safety

= [From a highway viewpoint Brapded Rioad, Ok Foad and Henry Dixon Road
and associated connections to the Man/Srateqic Road Metwork wia the A12
Trunk Foad are mot suitable in thesr cument form.

e A Transport Statement scoping report supporting site ARD indicatvely shows
a modified access amangement on drawing 15057-268 of the exising access
serving Appleford Famm. This does not cumenty show that simultaneous
access for two HGW's can be achieved satisfactorily but indicates that
aippropriate visibdity splays are likely bo be achevable at this location to
Fccord with suneeyed vehicle speads.

= Interaction of modifed access to Appleford Fam with Braxted Bridge and
existing minerals access senving Colemans Famm reqguired.

= Principle of access not agreed.

= The Site has medium to kow groundwaier vulnerability. The Sie is within a
Drinking Water Safeguard Zone {Surface Water) and is within Drinking Water
Protechon Areas (Surface Water). A walencourse (River Blackwater) is 20m
south, and 10m and T0rm south east of the Site and ancther watercourse is
aind Sm north. There is a small water body present within the Site boundany.
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Appropriate conssderation would be required o mitigate potential mpacts on

The Site contains Grade 2 quality soil (very good quality agricultural land] and
Grade 3 quality soil (good to moderate quality land), which is BMV land.
Approprate consideration would be required to mitigate the impacts on sod
quality and agrcultural land — this is likefy to include removal of soils for

stockpiling prior to reuse, potentially in ste restoration.

The Site contains 11kV overhead electricty ines within the Site boundary. An
overhead Openreach BT power ne is present within the Site. The Site
contains high pressure gas mains (Cadent Gas) within the Site boundary.
Further investigation and consultation would be needed to determine
appropriate mitigation measures o make the Site acceptable which would

likely include dversion andior protection. Drversion andior Lo g} nok
hewpusiﬂe andior may I:em:ﬁl:t‘ﬁp'mtthle. protection may

Three residential buldings, three commensal buildings and a famn bulding
Appleford Farm) are outside the Site boundary less than or equal to 20m
%ﬂﬂﬂ&ﬂtﬂ Thres residential buldings are more than 50m but less than or
equal to 250m from the Site. Given the prowimity of sensitive receptors, high
bewels of mitigation are likely to be required to make the Site acceptable in
terms. of impacts on health and amenity .g. high level noise screening and
extensive dust SUPDIEsson Measures.
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The Site & promoted 35 an extension to an existing mineral Site (Colemans Famn
Chearmy) and is located to the south west of Colemans Farm Quamy. The Site arsa is
aporoxirmately 1877 ha and is proposed for approxmately 0.6 million tornes of sand
ared grase| exiraction which would be transported intemally o the existing plant Site
at Codermans Famn Cuamy, where it will be washed, graded, and shocked prior io
export off Site. . i is proposed that once granted consent mineral estraction would
Tollows on from the consented extracton activiies at Colemans Farm Quamy and,
subject o allocation, could be cperated alongside Site ASD. The adjoining uses
include agricuttural fiekds, woodland, Colemans resensoir and residential and
commercal buldings. The hamist of Rivenhall is kocated BE00m north of e Site.
Aocess to the Site is through the access amangements for the esisting workings at
Ciodemans Farm Quamy. See Appendix J fior a3 detaled map of the Site.

Summary of RAG Assessment

The results of the technical and deskiop RAG assessment are detailed below.
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Key fndings of the assessment are a5 follows:

«  The Site is signScaniy characteristic of the BlackwatenBramLower Chelmes
{C6) Landscape Charscter Area (LCA). Located on the river edge of the River
Blackwater, the Sie comprises linear willow and poplar plantation which s a
strong local feature of the landscape which ncreases the complexity of the
Site. The remainder of the Site comprises arable fields by
established hedgerows, also located on the valley sides. With open views of
the river, appropriate consideraton is reguired to protect the characteristic
features of the LCA, particulardy on the setting of the River Blackwater valley
flocr, and mitigate the impacks on the landscape.
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= The River Blackwater valley is located on the immediate boundary to the
wiest, with strong intervisiblity between the Site and the fver. Appropriate
consideration would be required to mitigate the physical impacts on Bm

Springs with a suitable buffer. Mineral extraction within this location would
Sign alter the setting of the River Blackwaater valley, where 3
substantial buffer would be reguired.

= The River Blackwater follows the length of the westem boundary and thers is
another watercourse within the Site which feeds into the River which is likely
to be removed. These create & pobential pollution pathway for waber quality
b=twesn the proposed mineral Site and a number of statutony wildlife sies.
The potential for Likely Signficant Effects. particularly to the Blackwater
Estuary Special Protection Area and Ramsar site and the Essex Esfuanies
Special Area of Consenvation will need o be considered through a plandevel
Halbiats Regulations Assessmert.

= The Site is situated on kow-dying land and comprises two arable Selds; an area
of Lowdand Mxed Deciducus Woodland Prionty habitat is located within the
Site, to the west of the River Blackwater.

» The Site is graded Amber because ecolegical impacts could be moderate and
aire | tor require: medium levels of mitigation to make the Site acceptable.
The E?EE groundwater may be afected, which in tum could affect the
ydrology of on-site and off-sie habitats. Substantial buffers are iksly to be
required near to the Lowdand Mixed Decduous Woodiand Prority habitat,
River Blackwater and other watercourses and their water quality rmust not be
affected by the proposals. Affected Hedgerows and watercourses should be
adequately and appropriately compenszated.

= The northem tip of the Site is adjacent to the Grade |l Listed Appleford Bridge
{List LND: 1111108). There is a high degree of wisibility between the Site to the
south and the hertage ass=t. The Sie is an important part of the asset's

and is cument i characier and u There is ksl

m madaﬂﬂevﬁu.i? mﬂp&d mmﬁmmmdmﬁerﬁunm g
quarmying of the Site. The allocation of the: Site would have a negative mpacd
on the seifing of the bridge, resulting in a midJdevel of less than substantial
harm

» The north-east boundany of the Site also abuts the curtilage boundary of the
Grade || Listed Applefiord Bridge Cottage (List UID: 1317172). The excavation
of the Site would result in a mid-level of less than substantial hamm, due to the
wisual intrusion of the guamying works on the bridge's setting.

= Mitigation in the form of landscaping or screens of vegetation is unlikely to
signicantly reduce the wisual mpact on both the bridge and coftage. The mid-
Mﬂhm%gﬁmﬂ‘emmlm@mﬂdnﬂb&eﬁeﬁnﬁ
mitigated.

= The structural impact of heawy vehicle use on the Grade || Listed Appleford
bridge woulkd need to be assessed by a hertage simuctural engneer in omder
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for the impact of its use in conjunciion with the Site to be understood. At
present, the impact is unknown. Oncs 3 struchural survey report has been
submitbed it waould then be possible o assess the level of ham o the bridge
resuiting from the scherne. Should any impacks be found to result from e
bridge’s use by HGVs in conjunction with fie Site activity, mitigation in the
form of the prohibition of use of the bridge by HGWs would reduce any direct
physical impacts on the bridge.

= The impact on ofher nearby heritage assets would be mited to environrmental
mpacts of dust. noise and traffic and would be low.

* The Site lies within an area of archasological features as identified through
aerial photographic evidence.

= |n e northem area of the Site a circular endosure is interpreted a5 being of
prehistoric date and possibly a ritual morurment.

# A senss of near features may represent possibly prehistonic or 3ter land
dinision along the river valley.

» A Scheduled Monument ies within 1km of the Site.

» Palasclithic archasological remains and Fleistocens faunal remains have
been recovered from river graveds within the vicinity of the Sie.

= The Site is assessed as having a high' potential for surface water flood risk
as identified within the SFRA

# The Site has been identified as having 3 ‘medium’ groundwater Sood risk.

» The Site is predominanty within FRZ1, although 43% of the Site s within
FRZ3 and FREZ2.

= The implementation of sediment and emsion control measures, g, sit
fences, sediment basins, and vegetative cover, o prevent soll encsion and
sedimentation in water bodies will help reduce the risk of flooding by
maintaEming proper stommsEater management and preventing sediment buld-
upD N watenvays.

= 1 Public Right of Way crosses the Site. 1 Public Right of Way is wathin 100m
of e Site. Appropriate consideration would be needed 1o mitigate potential
mpacts on these Public Rights of Way and high levels of mitigation may be
required which is likely to incude diversion especially with regard to the Public
Right of Wary crossing the Site.

= The Site has unproductiveimedium to low groundwater winerability. The Site
is within a Drinking Waiter Safeguand Zone (Surface Water) and is wathin
Dirinkang Water Probection Areas (Surface Water). A watercowrse [River
Blackowater) is within the Site boundary and is 20m west and 30m north east,
another wabtercourse is Sm south west, a watercourse is 30m south and an

Review of Essex MLF 2014 - Asssssmend of Candidate Sand and Graved 3ies, Bovember 2023 62



additicnal watercourse is 90m south. Appropriate consideration would be
required fo mitigate potential impacts on ydrolegy, hydrogeology, and
drainages.

The Site contairs Grade 2 guality soil (wery good quality agricultural land) and
Grade 3 quality soil {good to moderate quality land), which is B land.
Appropriate consideration would be required fio mitigate the impacts on sod
quality and agricultural land — this is likely to include removal of soils fior

stackpding prior 1o reuse, potertially in ste restoration.

The Sie contains 11k overhead and undenground eectnicity ines within the
Site boundary. The Site is within 100m of a high pressure gas mains (Cadent
Gas) Further investigation and consultation would be needed to determine

Sppropriate mitigalion measures o avoid impact on the gas man o make the

Gite accsptable which may ncude diversion andior protecton.

Two residential buildings are cutside the Site boundary less than or equal o
20rn from the Sike. One residential bulding is more than 50m but less than or
equal o 250m from the Sk, Given the prowirmity of sensiive recepiors, high
bexeds of mitigation are ikely to be reguired to make the Site acceptable in ferms
of impacts on health and amenity .g. high leweel noise screening and extensive
st SUDPression Measunes.
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Farm -

Southern

extension

The Site & promoted a5 an extension to an exdisting mineral Site (Colemans Fam
Chuearmy) and is located to the south of Colerrans Famn Cuarmy. The Site arsalis
aporoxirmately 4.12 ha and = proposed for 011 million tonnes of sand and grawel
extraction which would b2 fransported to the existing Colermans Famn Cuamy plant
Site, wihere it will be washed, graded, and stocked prior to export off Site. RRis
proposed that once granted consent mineral exiraction would follow on from the
consented extraction activites at Colemans Farm Quamy. The adjoining uses inchede

i fields and woodland. The town of Witham is located to the west of the
ute. Access o the Site is proposed through the existing Litle Braxted Lane access
ino, and intermal haul reads trough, Coleman's Quarmy. Howeever, should A12
improvements be consiructed, then acoess could potentially be via the proposed
Braxted Road access. See Appendix J for a detailed map of the Sike.

Summary of RAG Assessment
The results of e technical and deskiop FAG assessment are detailed below.
E
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Key fndings of the assessment are as follows:

»  The Site is bocated within the River Blackwater valley fioor and is therefiore
very characterisiic of the BlackwaternBram/Lower Chelmer (C6) Landscape
Character Area (LCA). The sast, south and west boundanes are defined by
the linear poplar and wallow plantations that line the banks of the River
Blackwater that uns dose to the of the Site. The Site itseff is very
flat and comprises grassland l.l.hl-l:hnﬂtes.upﬂ"e walley floor landscaps
character. Minerl extraction of the Site will significaniy alter the: sefting of the
River Blackwater and surmounding characher.

= [Elm Springs Priorty Habitat [ Deciduous Woodland) is located 0. 1km to the
east of the Site, and Strowling & Crierswood Ancient Woodland is located
0.4k to the south-east of e Site. The River Blackwater valley defines the
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southem boundary and is a prominent feature within the immediate
landscape. Appropriate consideraton would be required to ritigate the
physical impacts on The River Blackwater with a suitable bufier,

« Public Rights of Way (PRoW) are not located immediately adiacent o the
Site; however, a fooitpath nns to fe south of the River Blackwater (Foctpath
1) and a bridleway to the noeth (Bridleway 28). The PRoWs provide ocpen
views of the Site in the context of the River Blackwater and linear plantations
which acts as a prominent feature in the foreground’background, respectively.

= The River Blackwaber is close 1o the Site's eastemn boundary oreating a
pobeniial pollution pafvaay for waber quality betwesn the proposed mineral
Site and & rurrber of statubory wildife sites. The potential for Liksly Significant
Effects, particularly to the Blackwater Estuary Special Protection Area and
Ramsar sie and the Essex Estuaries izl Area of Corsenation will need
to be considersd through a plan-level itats Regulations Assessment.

= The Site is situated on lowlying land and comprises an arsble field; an area
nfLmulIljaﬂ? 'g:_l:Ed Deciducus Woodland Prionty habitat is located immediately
south & .Jie.

= The Sie is graded Amber because ecalegical impacts could be mioderate and
aire Bloely to require medium levels of mitigation to make the Site acceptable.
The Site’s groundwater may b= affected, which in tum could affect the
hydrology of on-site and off-site habitats. Substantial buffers ane Bely to be
required near to the Lowdand Mixed Decduous Woodland Priorty habitat and
River Blackwater and water guality must not be afected by the proposals. The
affected hedgerows should b= compensated.

= To the southwest of the Site is a group of designated hertage assets, which
are as follows:

o Litte Brated Mill, Grade || Listed (Lt UIC: 1E-|]H-E=2-E-F
= KitchenDowecote north of Litle Braxted Hall, Grade |I” listed | (List UIC:

1146757)

Summer House at Lile Braxted Hall, Grade | listed (List LAD: 1126762)
Garden Wall of Litle Braxted Hall, Grade Il Listed (List UIC: 1111065).
Litle Brated Hall and Ralings. Grade |l Listed (List LID: 1111083).
Church of S5t Nicholas, Grade | Listed (List UID- 1111068).

Monument in St Nicholas Churchyard, Grade Il Listed (List WID: 1126782)

L= D= = R s |

w  Due to the spatial separation of these heritage assets from the Site, the
mpacts of guamying at the Site are likely to b2 minor, amounting to the lowest
bewe] of less than substantial hamm, and rray requirs bow leveds of mitigation to
make the Site acceptable.

= Any application should be accompanied by a heritage staterment that
assesses the impact on the listed buildings, along with an assessment of the
signficance of the wnlisted farmhouse and bam at Coleman’s Fam, both of
wihich have been much altered but are of some antiquity.
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« Mitigation to keep buildings and structures a sufficient distance from the

heritage assets, or scresning options, along with rafic management plans,
could provide effective mitigaton.

»  The Site lies within an area of recorded multi-period archaeckegical activity as
revealed by aerial photographic evidence and archasdogical investigations in
the surrounding fiekds.

= Thene are recorded aluvial deposits within the Site which have high pobential
for preservation of wateriogged deposits and palasoemuonmental evidence.

= Palasdithic archasclogical rerrains and Pleisiocens faunal remains have
been recovered from river gravels within the vicinity of e Sie.

= The Sie is assessed as having a ‘high' potential for surface water flood risk
as identified within the SFRA

= The Site has been identfied as hawing a "high” groundeater flood nisk

« The Site is predominantly (25%) within FRZ3 and is therefore at risk from
fluvial fiooding.

=« The Sie has medium to kew groundwater walnerability. The Site is within a
Dirinking Water Safequard Fone (Surface Water) and is within Drinking Water
Protection Areas (Surface Water). A watercourse [River Blackwater) is Sm
south east, and 20m east and another wabsrcourse is and 80m south east.
Appropnate consideration would be required o mitigate potential mpacts on

= The Site contains Grade 2 guality soil (very good quality agricultural land) and
Grade 3 quality soil (good to moderate quality land), which is BMV land.
Approprate consideration would be required o mitigate the impacts on soil
quality and agricultural land — this is likely to include removal of soils for
stockpiding pnor fo reuse, potentially in site restoration.

= The Site is within 230m of high pressure gas mans (Cadent Gas). Further
icn and consultation would be nesded to defermine whether
mitigation measures are needed io avosd any impact on gas mains. Such
mitigation may ndude diversion andior protection.
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