
 

 

Little Braxted Parish Council 
 

 

You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of Little Braxted Parish Council to be held in 
The Braxted Bakery, Witham Lane, Little Braxted on Thursday 20th July at 7.00 p.m.  
 
        Gordon Mussett 
        Parish Clerk 
        12th July 2017 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
To receive apologies for absence 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
For Members to declare any interests in matters on the agenda 

 
3. To Consider any requests from Members for Dispensations 

To consider any requests from Members with pecuniary interests for dispensations 
to enable them to participate on the item in which they have a pecuniary interest 

 
4. To Agree and Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 27th June 2017 

To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 27th June 2017 as a true 
record 

 
5. To Invite Members of the Public to speak on Matters Regarding and Affecting 

the Parish 
 
6. To Consider Whether to Submit an Expression of Interest in the Green Man 

Public House – attached 
To consider whether to submit an expression of interest in the Green Man Public 
House to receive a financial statement as of 31st may 2017 
 

7. To receive a financial statement as of 30th June 2017 - attached 
To receive a financial statement as of 30th June 2017 

  



 
8. To Approve the following payments:- 

To approve the following payments:- 

Document 
Reference 

Payable To In Respect of £ 

506 H Bendall Litterpicking July £45.60 

507 G N Mussett Clerk’s Salary July £120.72 

508 Information 
Commissioner 

Data Protection Renewal £35.00 

 
9. Clerks Report – for Information 

To receive an update from the Clerk 
 

10. Closure 
 



ITEM 6 
To Consider Whether to Submit an Expression of Interest in the Green Man Public 

House 

 

a) The Legal Situation 

The Green Man Public House was registered as an “asset of community value” in 

2013.  This registration enables a community group (including a Parish Council) 

to a six-month deferment of sale should an owner wish to dispose of the Green 

Man.  The six month deferment is intended to enable a community group to 

investigate, and raise funding, should they wish to submit a bid to purchase the 

property.  It does not require the owner to dispose of the property to a 

community group even if such a group is the highest bidder. 

 

The first stage in the process is for a community group to determine, by 7th 

August 2017, whether to register an indication that they will be attempting to 

formulate a bid for the property.  Such a registration places no financial liability 

upon the community group (other than they may incur themselves in respect of 

legal advice, etc) but the owner may be able to claim expenses from the District 

Council if the six month deferment of a sale causes a financial loss. 

 

b) Why Was the Green Man registered as an asset of community value 

The registration of the Green Man as an asset of community value occurred in 

2013 (the first such registration in the Maldon District Council area).  At the time 

the public house was seen a failing (if not failed) yet it represented (apart from 

the church) the only “public” building in the parish. 

 

Since that time the Green Man has a new tenant who is attempting to revive its 

fortunes and former glory, and the parish as a whole has a new public offering in 

the form of the Braxted Bakery. 

 

c) What Are the Issues Now ? 

There would seem to be a number of concerns:- 

i) The pub is purchased for conversion to residential use 

Whilst the listing of the property as an asset of community value 

does offer some protection in planning terms, it is easy in the 

licensing trade to change a pub’s fortunes almost overnight, and 

thus claim that the property is no longer viable as a pub. 

ii) The pub is purchased to remain as a pub but with an “offer” which 

is detrimental to the peace of our residents 

Whether the pub becomes a live music venue, or simply attracts a 

much greater trade through the quality of its offer, there will be an 



impact on our residents.  The Council already receives complaints 

regarding the village green being used for overflow parking on rare 

occasions; thankfully noise has not been an issue to date.  

However if the pub is to remain viable then trade must be 

consistently good. 

iii) The field to the rear is developed 

The pub is being marketed with suggestions that the field to the 

rear could be an option for future development or complimentary 

business use.  Whilst it is the source of many running springs that 

may not deter some potential developers. 

 

d) What Are the Options ? 

i) Do nothing 

The Council could simply do nothing and rely on the planning 

procedure, and other legislation (noise is a statutory nuisance) to 

prevent any future change of use or development into a venue 

which affects our residents. 

ii) Purchase the pub 

There would appear to be a number of village community pubs, 

where the freehold and operating capital has been raised by share 

subscription, but only one where a Parish has made an outright 

purchase of the freehold.  The Dolphin in Bishampton was saved by 

£300,000 government loan.  Their accounts are attached a 

Appendix A; although having a larger turnover they are not too far 

removed from this Council’s situation or abilities.  Although the 

freehold is owned by the Parish Council the pub is run by a tenant. 

iii) Encourage or Facilitate a Community Group to Acquire the Pub 

Amongst the  large number of community owned pubs is the Green 

Man in Toppesfield.  The Toppesfield Community Pub subscription 

scheme details are attached as Appendix B. 

 

  



 

Appendix A 

 
 



 

Appendix B 

 



 

 
 



 
 



 



ITEM 7 

To receive a financial statement as of 30th June 2017 

INCOME 

 
 

  

Date

Document 

reference From In Respect of

General 

Administration £

War 

Memorial £ Other £ VAT £ Total £

28/04/2017

Maldon District 

Council Precept 3,125.00£              3,125.00£ 

02/05/2017 HMRC VAT Refund 553.67 553.67£     

Total for Year 3,125.00£              -£             -£             553.67£       3,678.67£ 



EXPENDITURE 

 
 

Date

Document 

Reference

Invoice 

Reference Payable To In Respect of

Clerk's 

Salary £ Elections £

Subscriptions 

£

Audit Fees 

£

Insurance 

£

War 

Memorial 

£

Information 

Commission

er £

Transparency 

Fund £

Housing 

Needs 

Survey

Village 

Fete £

Litter 

Picking £ Other £

Total Net of 

VAT £ VAT £ Total £

18/04/2017 492 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 90.72£       90.72£          90.72£          

18/04/2017 493 H Bendall Litterpicking 37.60£     37.60£          37.60£          

18/04/2017 494 EALC Annual Subs 61.75£             61.75£          61.75£          

18/04/2017 495 AON

Insurance 

Premium 347.74£    347.74£        347.74£        

18/04/2017 496 McAfee

Virus Check 

Renewal 79.16£             79.16£          15.83£      94.99£          

23/05/2017 497 SALC Internal Audit 135.00£    135.00£        27.00£      162.00£        

23/05/2017 498 H Bendall Litterpicking 45.60£     45.60£          45.60£          

23/05/2017 499 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 90.32£       90.32£          90.32£          

26/05/2017 Cash Post Office Stamp 1.86£         1.86£             1.86£             

27/06/2017 500 HMRC PAYE/NI 150.40£     9.20£       159.60£        159.60£        

27/06/2017 501 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 120.72£     120.72£        120.72£        

27/06/2017 502 H Bendall Litterpicking 37.60£     37.60£          37.60£          

27/06/2017 503 G N Mussett

Litterpicking 

Warning Sign 76.88£     76.88£          15.38£      92.26£          

27/06/2017 504 A Stow

Installation of 

Defibrillator 

Cabinet 180.00£     180.00£        180.00£        

27/06/2017 505 The Green Man

Electricity for 

Defibrillator 

Cabinet 25.00£       25.00£          25.00£          

Total for Year 452.16£     -£           61.75£             136.86£    347.74£    -£           -£              79.16£             -£           -£         206.88£   205.00£     1,489.55£    58.21£      1,547.76£    



 
 

  

BUDGET ANALYSIS

2017/18 Budget Figures are net of VAT

Item £ Income £ Expenditure £ Net £ %age Budget Spend Notes

Clerk's Salary 1,900.00£          452.16£             1,447.84£ 23.8%

Subscriptions 65.00£                61.75£               3.25£          95.0%

Audit Fees 85.00£                136.86£             51.86-£       161.0%

Insurance  £              340.00 347.74£             7.74-£          102.3%

War Memorial -£                81.00 81.00-£       0.0%

Information Commissioner  £                35.00 -£                   35.00£       0.0%

Grass Cutting  £              380.00 -£                   380.00£     0.0%

Hall Hire  £              300.00 300.00£     0.0%

Transparency Fund 79.16£               79.16-£       #DIV/0! Restricted funds

Other  £              200.00 -£                   200.00£     0.0%

Election Fees  £                15.00 15.00£       0.0%

Remembrance Day Parade  £              220.00 -£                   220.00£     0.0%

Parish Plan £0 -£            #DIV/0! Restricted funds

Village Fete £0 -£            #DIV/0! Restricted funds

Litterpicking 206.88£             206.88-£     #DIV/0! Restricted funds

Defibrillator £0 205.00£             205.00-£     #DIV/0! Restricted funds

Other £0 -£            
Precept -£          3,125.00 3,125.00-£   3,125.00-£ 100.0%

VAT Refund -£             100.00 553.67-£       100.00-£     -100.0%

Totals net of VAT 234.00£              3,678.67-£   1,489.55£         1,255.55-£ 

VAT -£              58.21£               58.21£       

Totals inc VAT 3,678.67-£   1,547.76£         1,197.34-£ 



RECONCILIATION 

 

 

 

BANK RECONCILIATION

As at 31/03/17

Petty Cash 2.44£                  

Barclays Bank 3,002.57£         

Total 3,005.01£         

Less Uncashed Cheques 337.12-£             

Total 2,667.89£         

Add Income for year 3,678.67£         

Less Expenditure for year 1,547.76-£         

Total 4,798.80£         

As at 30/06/17

Represented by

Petty Cash 0.58£                  

Barclays Bank 5,200.42£         

Total 5,201.00£         

Less Uncashed Cheques 402.20-£             

Total 4,798.80£         


