
 

 

Little Braxted Parish Council 
 

 

You are Hereby Summoned to Attend the Meeting of Little Braxted Parish Council to be 
held in The Braxted Bakery, Witham Lane, Little Braxted on Tuesday 23rd April 2019 at 
7.00 p.m.  
 
        Gordon Mussett 
        Parish Clerk 
        15th March 2019 
 

AGENDA 
 

1. Apologies for absence 
To receive apologies for absence 
 

2. Declarations of Interest 
For Members to declare any interests in matters on the agenda 

 
3. To Consider any requests from Members for Dispensations 

To consider any requests from Members with pecuniary interests for dispensations 
to enable them to participate on the item in which they have a pecuniary interest 

 
4. To Note the Resignation of Councillor Chapman 

To note the resignation of Councillor Chapman and express a vote of thanks for her 
service 
 

5. To Agree and Approve the Minutes of the Meeting held 26th March 2019 
To agree and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 2019 as a true 
record 

 
6. To Invite Members of the Public to speak on Matters Regarding and Affecting 

the Parish 
 
7. To Consider the Outcome of the Call for Sites and Initial Site Appraisal in 

Respect of the Affordable Housing Scheme – attached 
To consider the outcome of the call for sites and initial site appraisal in respect of the 

affordable housing scheme 

 

 



8. To Receive an Update on Highway Matters raised with the Local Highways 
Panel – attached 
To receive an update on highway matters raised with the Local Highways Panel 

 

9. To Agree the Arrangements for the Remembrance Day Service 2019 and 
Beyond – attached 
To agree the arrangements for the Remembrance Day Service 2019 and beyond 

 
10. To receive a financial statement as of 29th March 2019 - attached 

To receive a financial statement as of 29th March 2019 
 

11. To Approve the following payments:- 
To approve the following payments:- 

Document 
Reference 

Payable To In Respect of £ 

554 G N Mussett Clerk’s Salary £125.15 

555 H Bendall Litterpicking £41.60 

556 Essex 
Association of 
Local Councils 

Annual Subscription £63.74 

557 G N Mussett Paperand Inkjet Cartridges £42.50 

 
12. Clerk’s Report – for Information Only 

a. Repairs to Bridge 
b. Internal and External Audit Fees 
 

13. Closure 
 
  



ITEM 7 

To Consider the Outcome of the Call for Sites and Initial Site Appraisal in Respect 

of the Affordable Housing Scheme 

 

Following the last Parish Council, after criticism that not all landowners had been invited 

to offer their land for an affordable housing scheme the Parish Council undertook an 

additional “call for sites”.  At the time of production of this agenda no other landowners 

have come forward to offer a site and the options of proceeding rest on those sites put 

forward by the only landowner willing to make land available. 

 

Hastoe Housing have undertaken an initial planning appraisal on all the sites seemingly 

conforming to the Maldon District Council criteria, but the landowner of two of the sites 

has indicated that they do not wish to offer their land up, so the extract from the 

appraisal excludes these sites.  The remaining site appraisals are shown below:-



 
 

 

 

 



 

 
 



 



 
 



 
 



 
 



 
 

Members are to determine whether to proceed further with the scheme on any of these sites, or whether to 

determine if a site, in the ownership of the supportive landowner, closer to the Green Man is available and more 

likely to receive support. 



Members are to determine whether to proceed with a scheme for two affordable properties for rent supported by 

one additional affordable for sale, or to seek funding to reduce the scheme to just two affordable for rent. 



ITEM 8 

To Receive an Update on Highway Matters raised with the Local Highways Panel 

 

Action on Traffic Following Parish Plan Survey 2017 

Survey Responses  

 Very 
Strongly 

Agree 

Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Very 
Strongly 
Disagree 

Do the roads need to be 
in a better state of 
repair ? 

13 8 15 2   

Are vehicles driven too 
fast through the village 
? 

25 7 6    

Should there be more 
restrictions on HGV’s 
using the village as a 
shortcut ? 

27 9 2    

Is there too much 
through traffic ? 

17 10 7 3   

Are traffic calming 
measures required ? 

19 5 10 2  1 

Should speed limits be 
enforced ? 

22 8 8    

Is a 20 mph limit 
required at the village 
green ? 

16 5 10 7   

Should there be more 
footways ? 

12 7 9 7 1 2 

Are drivers damaging 
verges by driving on 
them ? 

20 5 7 6   

Should some roads be 
designated “quiet lanes” 
? 

18 4 10 6   

Should there be more 
street lights ? 

2  3 18 5 9 

 

Responsibility for all matters related to roads and traffic rests with Essex County Council 

Highways.  The procedure for small schemes (which includes speed reduction 

measures, traffic calming, signage) is to work through the Maldon Area Local Highways 

Panel, which has a devolved budget. 



Action Taken 

January 17 – Submitted a scheme for a walkway between the War Memorial and Old 
School House.  ECC response was “Thank you for your email below regarding an LHP 
scheme request for a walkway between the War Memorial to School House, Lea Lane, 
Little Braxted.   
  
Our LHP scheme Validation team have advised that from site observation that the route 
is rural in nature and at the time of their visit the roads were quiet with little traffic. They 
did advise there appeared to be limited verge available to install a footway within the 
Village and also here could be areas of private verge. A suggestion had been to 
consider lining options to segregate pedestrians from motorised road users. 
Unfortunately this is not a feasible option as this could encourage pedestrians to walk in 
the road, especially during the hours of darkness when safety could be more of an 
issue. Traffic Calming measures would need further consideration and we would need 
current speed/volume survey data, as well as a pedestrian count to ascertain the extent 
of pedestrian need. The costs for an automatic traffic count are £250 for a seven day 
24hour per day survey and a Video Pedestrian Count would be £250 per site per day. 
  
We would normally take an incremental approach when considering traffic calming to 
ensure that road users are aware of what they are supposed to be doing and in this 
case who may be using the highway. Our Validation team felt that the first stage would 
be to install Pedestrians in Road warning signs, to highlight their presence to motorised 
road users with an estimated cost £2,500. This improvement suggestion has been 
added to the Maldon District LHP Potential Schemes List for their consideration. 
  
We would welcome your comments on the findings of the LHP scheme validation team” 
 
March 17 – Wrote to ECC as follows:- 
Apologies for not replying sooner but I have been awaiting a decision from the Council, 
who met last week and failed to understand how, given that pedestrians were walking in 
the road already, a white line delineating an artificial kerb, would encourage them to 
further walk in the road.  We had feedback, via our Parish Plan Survey, of residents' 
children having been clipped by wing mirrors of passing carts when walking to go to 
school, as well as other close encounters. 
  
We are somewhat fortunate as a Parish as we have access to charitable funds which 
could pay for necessary works to improve pedestrian safety along the stretch from the 
War Memorial through to the Old School House (junction with Witham Road), and 
wonder whether, with this in mind, ECC might take a different view as to the viability of 
such a scheme.  We are of course grateful for what is currently proposed, and indeed 
might be able to self-fund that in order to progress the matter speedier. 
 
March 17 - ECC response was:- 
Thank you for your email below regarding an LHP scheme to improve pedestrian 
access along Lea Lane, Little Braxted. In terms of traffic management improvements we 
would always want to take an incremental approach. The first stage along Lea Lane 



would be to alert motorists to the possible presence of pedestrians in the carriageway. 
Once the Pedestrians in Road signage was installed we could then assess the impact of 
the signage before considering any other improvements. 
 
March 17 – ECC allocated £7,000 towards “Gateway signage” in Lea Lane (at Great 

Braxted boundary).  This eventually arrived during 2018.  ECC allocated £2,500 towards 

“Pedestrians in Road” signage in Lea Lane from Old School House to War Memorial.  

This has yet to materialise despite being in 2018/19 budget.  ECC allocated £3,000 

towards a feasibility study/signage review of HGV signage to the A12.  No review has 

been undertaken to our knowledge, but the question of HGV signage was chased again 

in December 2018. 

June 18 – Funding request submitted to ECC for “No HGV’s beyond this point” and 

“HGV Turning Circle” in Witham Road.  ECC refused because newly constructed farm 

access did not meet their criteria.  Same funding request asked for physical width 

barriers past the church. 

March 2019 – chased provision of “pedestrians in road” signs.  No response to date 

 

As Members can see from the correspondence from Essex County Council they take a 

incremental approach to traffic calming and speed reduction.  We have achieved:- 

a) Additional 30 mph signage 

b) Village Gateways 

c) And when they are erected, Pedestrians in Road signage 

After each item, a review of their effectiveness is undertaken before requests for 

additional measures are considered. 

As regards speed, it is possible to hire in Maldon District Council’s Ranger Team who 

are trained in the use of speed cameras and whose evidence can lead to prosecution, 

but there is a cost implication to this.  One visit is likely to put £3 per annum on the 

Council Tax, and will only catch offenders on part of one day. 

The Neighbourhood Watch Co-Ordinator has, despite her best endeavours, been 

unable to gather sufficient volunteers to operate a community speedwatch scheme, and, 

had she been successful, there was only one site considered safe in the Parish at which 

the scheme could operate. 

This item is for information only 

 

 



ITEM 9 

To Agree the Arrangements for the Remembrance Day Service 2019 and Beyond 

 

Following the resignation of Councillor Chapman, changes need to be made to the 

administration and organisation of the Remembrance Day Service. 

The Parish Clerk will become responsible for the Road Closure application, but the 

recruitment (and training) of stewards, together with the physical erection/dismantling of 

barriers needs to be agreed. 

It would appear from a co-ordination meeting the both Wickham Bishops and Great 

Braxted Parish Councils have agreed to contribute towards the cost of the road closure 

notice.  However the saving this accruing is insufficient to employ a Traffic Management 

Company to undertake the physical closure. 

 

Members are to determine how to proceed 

  



 
ITEM 10 
To receive a financial statement as of 29th March 2019 
Income 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date

Document 

reference From In Respect of

General 

Administration £

War 

Memorial £ Other £ VAT £ Total £

26/04/2018

Maldon District 

Council Precept 3,274.00£              3,274.00£     

09/05/2018

HM Revenue & 

Customs VAT Refund 112.76£       112.76£         

06/08/2018

Essex Community 

Foundation

Grant towards 

Broadband 

Review 250.00£       250.00£         

12/10/2018

Wickham Bishops 

Parish Council

Contribution to 

War Memorial 

Upkeep 280.36 280.36£         

12/10/2018

Great Braxted Parish 

Council

Contribution to 

War Memorial 

Upkeep 50.58 50.58£           

14/03/2019

Essex Community 

Foundation

Grant towards 

bridge 

refurbishment 23,507.00£ 23,507.00£   

Total for Year 3,274.00£              330.94£       23,757.00£ 112.76£       27,474.70£   



Expenditure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Date

Document 

Reference

Invoice 

Reference Payable To In Respect of

Clerk's 

Salary £ Elections £

Subscriptions 

£

Audit Fees 

£

Insurance 

£

War 

Memorial 

£

Information 

Commission

er £

Transparency 

Fund £

Housing 

Needs 

Survey

Litter 

Picking £ Other £

Total Net of 

VAT £ VAT £ Total £

43207 511 9414 EALC Annual 

Subscription 62.71£             62.71£          62.71£          

17/04/2018 512 H Bendall Litterpicking 46.80£     46.80£          46.80£          

17/04/2018 513 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

22/05/2018 514 H Bendall Litterpicking 56.50£     56.50£          56.50£          

22/05/2018 515 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

22/05/2018 516 BHIB Insurance 

Premium 303.38£    303.38£        303.38£        

19/06/2018 517 County Broadband Hi-speed 

Internet 

Survey 208.33£     208.33£        41.67£      250.00£        

19/06/2018 518 Essex County 

Council

Bridge Repair 

Survey 250.00£     250.00£        50.00£      300.00£        

17/07/2018 519 H Bendall Litterpicking 46.80£     46.80£          46.80£          

17/07/2018 520 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

17/07/2018 521 HMRC Tax/NI 91.80£       12.40£     104.20£        104.20£        

17/07/2018 522 SALC Internal Audit 

Fee 98.00£       98.00£          19.60£      117.60£        

17/07/2018 523 H Bendall Litterpicking 56.50£     56.50£          56.50£          

17/07/2018 524 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

04/09/2018 525 Maldon District 

Council

GDPR Service

100.00£     100.00£        20.00£      120.00£        

04/09/2018 526 H Bendall Litterpicking 46.80£     46.80£          46.80£          

04/09/2018 527 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

18/09/2018 528 H Bendall Litterpicking 46.60£     46.60£          46.60£          

18/09/2018 529 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

18/09/2018 530 G N Mussett Litterpickers 20.48£     20.48£          20.48£          

16/10/2018 531 HMRC NI/PAYE 91.80£       12.60£     104.40£        104.40£        

16/10/2018 532 H Bendall Litterpicking 56.70£     56.70£          56.70£          

16/10/2018 533 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

16/10/2018

534

Fishwell Ltd

Noticeboard 

Glass 25.00£       25.00£          5.00£         30.00£          



 
 

16/10/2018

535 Maldon District 

Council

Road Closure 

Notice 139.17£     139.17£        27.83£      167.00£        

27/11/2018

536 Goodlife 

Countryside 

Services

Grounds 

Maintenance 350.00£    380.00£     730.00£        730.00£        

27/11/2018

537

G N Mussett

Remembrance 

Day Wreath 25.00£       25.00£          25.00£          

27/11/2018 538 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

27/11/2018 539 H Bendall Litterpicking 46.60£     46.60£          46.60£          

29/01/2019 540 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

29/01/2019 541 H Bendall Litterpicking 46.60£     46.60£          46.60£          

29/01/2019 542 HMRC Tax/NI 91.80£       12.60£     104.40£        104.40£        

29/01/2019 543 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 122.80£     122.80£        122.80£        

29/01/2019 544 H Bendall Litterpicking 56.70£     56.70£          56.70£          

29/01/2019 545 G N Mussett Litterpickers 20.48£     20.48£          20.48£          

27/02/2019 546 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 127.50£     127.50£        127.50£        

27/02/2019 547 H Bendall Litterpicking 50.30£     50.30£          50.30£          

27/02/2019

548 Information 

Commissioner Registration 40.00£          40.00£          40.00£          

26/03/2019

549 The Braxted 

Bakery

Hire of Room 

for Meetings 250.00£     250.00£        250.00£        

26/03/2019

550

The Braxted 

Bakery

Neighbourhood 

Watch Coffee 

Mornings 284.69£     284.69£        284.69£        

26/03/2019 551 G N Mussett Clerk's Salary 125.15 125.15£        125.15£        

26/03/2019 552 H Bendall Litterpicking 48.20£     48.20£          48.20£          

26/03/2019 553 HMRC Tax/NI 93.6 13.80£     107.40£        107.40£        

Total for Year 1,849.65£ -£           62.71£             98.00£       303.38£    375.00£    40.00£          -£           697.46£   1,637.19£ 5,063.39£    164.10£    5,227.49£    



Budget Analysis 



 

BUDGET ANALYSIS

2018/19 Budget Figures are net of VAT

Item £ Income £ Expenditure £ Income %age Budget SpendNotes

Clerk's Salary 1,841.00£          1,849.65£         100.5%

Subscriptions 65.00£                62.71£               96.5%

Audit Fees 140.00£              98.00£               70.0%

Insurance  £              400.00 303.38£             75.8%

War Memorial  £              375.00 350.00£       350.00£             330.94£             94.6%

Information Commissioner  £                35.00 40.00£               114.3%

Grass Cutting  £              400.00 380.00£             95.0%

Hall Hire  £              300.00 250.00£             

Transparency Fund  £                90.00 Restricted funds

Other  £              200.00 483.33£             250.00£             116.7%

Election Fees  £                15.00 

Remembrance Day Parade  £              260.00 164.17£             63.1%

Parish Plan Restricted funds

Village Fete Restricted funds

Litterpicking £800 800.00£       697.46£             87.2% Restricted funds

Housing Needs Survey

Defibrillator Restricted funds
Precept 3,274.00£   3,274.00£         100.0%

Neighbourhood Watch 

Meetings 284.69£             Restricted funds

Data Protection Officer  £              100.00 100.00£             100.0%

VAT Refund 80.00£         112.76£             141.0%

Totals net of VAT 5,021.00£          4,504.00£   5,063.39£         3,967.70£         

VAT -£              164.10£             

Totals inc VAT 4,504.00£   5,227.49£         



Band Reconciliation 

 
 
 

BANK RECONCILIATION

As at 31/03/18

Petty Cash 0.58£                  

Barclays Bank 5,878.40£         

Total 5,878.98£         

Less Uncashed Cheques 489.30-£             

Total 5,389.68£         

Add Income for year 27,474.70£       

Less Expenditure for year 5,227.49-£         

Total 27,636.89£       

As at 29/3/19

Represented by

Petty Cash 0.58£                  

Barclays Bank 28,451.75£       

Total 28,452.33£       

Less Uncashed Cheques 815.44-£             

Total 27,636.89£       


